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2017 Intensive for School of Constructed Environments, Parsons The New School

“Disaster Preparedness and The Constructed Environment”
In collaboration with The Japan Foundation

[For Class Use Only, Not For Distribution|
Sample Assignment Commissioned to Architects
to Build Temporary Shelter in 2007 “Shelter Town”

The following are for reference only; changes and adjustments are expected, as the needs and

circumstances for the weeklong intensive will be different.

This was a design commission given to selected architects to build a temporary shelter for emergency
situations. The shelters had to last for at least 72 hours and had to be built with materiais and objects that
are readily available. Studies have shown that the first 72 hours after the disaster are crucial for survival.

The newly built shelter must meet the following three requirements:

1. It must be made of materials commonly found in residential homes.

2. It can be built/assembled with relative ease. (can be built within 3-5 hours, etc)
3. It needs to be durable enough to last at least 72 hours.

The results were exhibited at the “Jishin Expo” exhibition at BankART, Kanagawa, Japan in 2007
http://www.plus-arts.net/jishinexpo/index2.htmi

Participating architects:
A. Yoshiharu Tsukamoto + Tsukamoto Lab at Tokyo Institute of Technology
Arched shelter (Materials: Veneer boards, picnic mats, kids’ wading pool)
B. Akira Suzuki + suzukiakiralab at Kobe Design University
Veneer shelter (Materials: Veneer boards/materials shaped to form soccer ball-shaped domes)
C. University of Kitakyushu
Star Dome (Materials: Bamboo and tarp)
D. Katsuhiro Miyamoto + Katsuhiro Miyamoto Lab at Osaka University of Arts
Bamboo Sheets (Materials: Bamboo and tarp)
E. Takaharu Tezuka + Tezuka Lab at Tokyo City University
Garbage bag shelter (Materials: Inflated garbage bags)
F. Masashi Sogabe + Sogabe Lab at Kanagawa University
Waffle Dome (Materials: Newspapers folded and joined using origami techniques)
G. Takehiko Sanada + Garment Design Team at Joshibi University of Art and Design
Clothes Shelter (Materials: Rain Ponchos and clothespins)
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