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SCE Disaster Prep Intensive Brief 
 
Senior BFA Product Design students from two sections of Design Studio 5: 
Interdisciplinary Projects were mingled into mixed design teams on Tuesday, 12 
September 2017 to participate in a single class-meeting, 6-hour design intensive on 
the theme of Disaster Preparedness, specifically as it relates to New York City.  
 
7 teams of 4-5 students each were assigned a specific location within a short walk of 
the 25 East 13th Street studio. Locations were chosen by faculty leads to provide 
unique geographical or infrastructural opportunities for design solutions to problems 
posed by disaster.  
 
Brief:  
 
If you were to find yourself in your given location (Bowery Mission, Washington Sq. 
Park Dog Run, Wash Sq. Park Fountain, Jefferson Market Library, Union Square L 
subway entrance, etc) at the time of a disaster striking, and there was no access to 
mobile communications, water, food, transport, etc, what would you leverage from the 
given infrastructure to help those in need?  
 
How can you use the affordances of specific NYC locations to enable the helping spirit 
so inherent in New Yorkers?  
 
Students followed the following structure for the project:  

-  1 hour doing design observations at their assigned outposts, followed by  
- 1.5 hours in the studio sketching and modeling props.  
- They then went back to the field, and engaged the public using their design 

props, asking passersby “what if” questions, along with specific design 
solutions as represented by physical props.  

- Teams then returned to the studio, metabolized the feedback they received,and  
- Presented their findings along with forecasts for how their props and solutions 

might evolve into resolved designs if they were to continue the project.  
 
The investigations, process and findings were then compiled into a single poster for 
display during the SCE / Disaster Preparedness event on 14 September.  


